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WHAT IF WE ALL  

CAME TOGETHER WITH  

DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES  

TO IGNITE NEW IDEAS?

ARCHITECTURE • BUSINESS • DESIGN • ENGINEERING • FASHION & TEXTILES  
HEALTH • MEDICINE • NURSING • SCIENCE • SOCIAL SCIENCE

JEFFERSON.EDU/ANSWER

At Thomas Jefferson University we do just that.  

We dare to ask bold questions. Can the future of 

architecture empower global sustainability? Can an 

industrial designer get a surfer back on his board?  

How can a textile design weave the ocean into fabric?

But asking tough questions isn’t enough—we need to 

answer them. So, we are converging people, ideas 

and perspectives to find leading-edge solutions for 

real-world design opportunities and challenges. 

Driving progress and growth.

Built for a future that has yet to be defined, Jefferson 

is crossing disciplines to bring unrivaled innovation  

and discovery to higher education and to answer the 

questions that will redefine possible. 

DA R E  TO  ASK 

DA R E  TO  A NSW E R



Writer Alfred Mercier once said: “What we learn with pleasure we never forget.” 
If that’s true—and I believe it is—then this year’s Philadelphia Speakers Series is 
destined to be a memorable one. 

Once again, Jefferson is proud to sponsor a lineup of distinguished speakers who 
will inform, entertain, and bring enlightenment and novel views to topics that 
include politics, literature, social justice, and space exploration.

For the 17th year, the Philadelphia Speaker Series is committed to fulfilling 
the region’s quest for knowledge and love of learning. These events stimulate 
fascinating discussions, present novel concepts, and promote the free exchange of 
ideas. 

Our speakers this year range from writers to a rocket man and an attorney to 
advocates for justice—and more. We know you will learn with pleasure—and you 
won’t soon forget your evening at the Speakers Series.

Mark L. Tykocinski, MD 
President, Thomas Jefferson University
Anthony F. and Gertrude M. DePalma 
Dean, Sidney Kimmel Medical College



among
the best

1-800-JEFF-NOW  |  JeffersonHealth.org

Congratulations to all Jefferson Health 

hospitals and team members for being 

recognized by 2022-23 U.S. News &  

World Report either regionally or 

nationally. Rated as high performing 

with national recognition in multiple 

specialty areas, we’re continuing to bring 

world-class care to your community.
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Loretta Lynch 
Former U.S. Attorney General

Monday, September 19, 2022  |  8 p.m.

One of the most highly 
accomplished public figures in America 
today, former Attorney General Loretta 
Lynch has been a leading progressive 
voice during her 30+ year highly 
distinguished career.

Lynch is the first female African 
American Attorney General of the 
United States. Nominated by President 
Barack Obama in November 2014, 
she was sworn in as the 83rd Attorney 
General of the United States by then-
Vice President Joe Biden in April 2015.

Described by President Obama 
as “the only lawyer in America who 
battles mobsters, drug lords and 
terrorists, and still has the reputation 
for being a charming ‘people person,’” 
she has been instrumental in shaping 
the direction of the nation on 
several tough issues. She improved 
the relationship between local law 
enforcement and the communities 
they serve, and she has taken bold 
stances on criminal justice reform.

In 1990, after a period in private 
practice, Lynch joined the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office for the Eastern 
District of New York located in 
Brooklyn, the city she considers her 
adopted home. In 1999, President 
Bill Clinton appointed her to lead the 

office as United States Attorney, a post 
she held until 2001. Then again, in 
2010, Lynch was appointed head U.S. 
Attorney by President Obama.

Lynch has spent years in the 
trenches rising through the ranks as 
a prosecutor, aggressively fighting 
terrorism, financial fraud and 
cybercrime—all while vigorously 
defending civil and human rights.

While leading the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office for the Eastern District of New 
York, she became known for the high-
profile civil rights conviction of two 
Brooklyn police officers who brutally 
assaulted Haitian immigrant Abner 
Louima.

While in private practice, Lynch 
served as a volunteer legal advisor 
for the International Criminal Tribunal 
for Rwanda, established to prosecute 
those responsible for human rights 
violations in the 1994 genocide in that 
nation.

Born in Greensboro, NC, the 
daughter of a school librarian and 
fourth generation Baptist minister, 
Lynch was also inspired by stories 
about her grandfather, a sharecropper 
in the 1930s, who helped members of 
his community who had no recourse 
under the Jim Crow system.

She graduated with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree, cum laude, from Harvard 
College in 1981, and received her J.D. 
from Harvard Law School in 1984.
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John Brennan
CIA Director (2013-2017)

Monday, October 24, 2022  |  8 p.m.

Before being tapped to head the 
CIA, John O. Brennan served as daily 
intelligence briefer to President Bill 
Clinton, as the founding director 
of the National Counterterrorism 
Center during President George 
W. Bush’s administration, and as 
assistant for Homeland Security and 
Counterterrorism for President Barack 
Obama. He was deeply involved in 
the decision-making for an array of 
complex international issues, including 
Osama bin Laden, the Arab Spring, 
Benghazi, ISIS, Yemen, Saudi Arabia, 
Syria, the Iran deal, and Russian 
election meddling.

Brennan was appointed as director 
of the Central Intelligence Agency 
in 2013. As director, he managed 
intelligence collection, analysis, 
covert action, counterintelligence, 
and liaison relationships with foreign 
intelligence services. Before becoming 
director, Brennan served at the White 
House for four years as assistant to 
the President for Homeland Security 
and Counterterrorism. During that 
time, he advised the President on 
counterterrorism strategy and helped 
coordinate the U.S. government’s 
approach to homeland security, 

including its policies for responding 
to terrorism, cyber-attacks, natural 
disasters and pandemics.

Brennan began his service in 
government at the CIA, where he 
worked from 1980 to 2005. He spent 
most of his early career in the agency’s 
main analytic arm, the Directorate of 
Intelligence, specializing in the Near 
East and South Asia before directing 
counterterrorism analysis in the early 
1990s. In 1994 and 1995, he was 
the agency’s intelligence briefer to 
President Bill Clinton.

After an assignment as a chief of 
station in the Middle East, Brennan 
served from 1999 to 2001 as chief 
of staff to George Tenet, who was 
then director of Central Intelligence. 
Brennan next worked as deputy 
executive director of the CIA until 
2003, when he began leading a multi-
agency effort to establish what would 
become the National Counterterrorism 
Center. In 2004, he became the 
Center’s interim director.

After retiring from the CIA in 2005, 
Brennan worked in the private sector 
for three years. He also now serves 
as Senior National Security and 
Intelligence Analyst at NBC News and 
MSNBC and released Undaunted – My 
Fight Against America’s Enemies, at 
Home and Abroad in October, 2021.

Brennan graduated from Fordham 
University with a bachelor’s degree 
in political science. While enrolled 
at Fordham, he studied abroad at 
the American University in Cairo. 
He later attended the University of 
Texas at Austin, where he earned a 
master’s degree in government with 
a concentration in Middle Eastern 
studies. Brennan was born in Jersey 
City, New Jersey. He is married and has 
three children.



World-class audio & video content.
Community Conversations. 

Trustworthy news.

Priyanka Tewari
WHYY-FM 90.9 Host

Proud sponsor of the Philadelphia Speaker Series.   
WHYY sponsorship and philanthropic opportunities at whyy.org

WHYY.
Think you know?
Think again.

Watch or listen live | Stream anytime 
WHYY-TV 12  |  WHYY-FM 90.9  |  WHYY.ORG  |  WHYY APP
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Maria Ressa  
2021 Nobel Peace Prize Winner

Monday, November 7, 2022  |  8 p.m.

A prominent journalist in Asia for more 
than 35 years, Maria Ressa is the co-
founder, CEO, and Executive Editor of 
Rappler.com, the top digital-only news 
site leading the fight for press freedom in 
the Philippines. Ressa has been honored 
around the world for her courageous and 
bold work in fighting disinformation, “fake 
news,” and attempts to silence the free 
press.

In 2021, she was one of two journalists 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for 
her work in exposing abuses of power 
and growing authoritarianism under 
Philippine President, Rodrigo Duterte. 
As she accepted the award, Ressa called 
the world to action, reminding us all 
that, “Without facts, you can’t have 
truth. Without truth, you can’t have trust. 
Without trust, we have no shared reality, 
no democracy, and it becomes impossible 
to deal with our world’s existential 
problems: climate, coronavirus, the battle 
for truth.”

Ressa advises organizations and 
corporations on corporate governance, 
values, and strategy. Her experience as 
a journalist and an entrepreneur in the 
digital world makes her a sought-after 
keynote speaker and panelist.

For her courage and work on 
disinformation and “fake news,” Ressa 
was named one of Time magazine’s 
2018 Person of the Year, was among 

its 100 Most Influential People of 2019, 
and has also been named one of Time’s 
Most Influential Women of the Century. 
She was also part of the BBC’s 100 Most 
Inspiring and Influential Women of 2019 
and Prospect magazine’s World’s Top 
50 Thinkers. In 2020, she received the 
Journalist of the Year award, the John 
Aubuchon Press Freedom Award, the Most 
Resilient Journalist Award, the Tucholsky 
Prize, the Truth to Power Award, and the 
Four Freedoms Award. In 2021, UNESCO 
awarded her the Guillermo Cano World 
Press Freedom Prize.

Ressa was born in the Philippines but 
grew up in the United States after her 
family migrated to Toms River, New 
Jersey in 1973. She attended Princeton 
University, graduating cum laude with 
a B.A. degree in English and certificates 
in theater and dance. After graduation 
in 1986, she returned to Manila on a 
Fulbright fellowship and worked for the 
newly liberated government station as 
director of newscasts, then as head of its 
special projects team. In 1987, she began 
reporting for CNN and joined ABS-CBN 
as the director and producer of Probe, 
the first and longest-running investigative 
news magazine in the Philippines.

In 1988, she opened and ran CNN’s 
Manila Bureau for nearly a decade before 
moving to Indonesia and opening the 
network’s Jakarta bureau, which she ran 
until 2005. She then returned to Manila 
as the senior vice president in charge of 
ABS-CBN’s multimedia news operations, 
managing about a thousand journalists 
for the largest news organization in the 
country.

Ressa wrote Seeds of Terror: An 
Eyewitness Account of al-Qaeda’s Newest 
Center of Operations in Southeast Asia 
and From Bin Laden to Facebook: 10 Days 
of Abduction, 10 Years of Terrorism. She 
is writing her third book, How to Stand 
up to a Dictator, for publication in 2022. 
Rappler’s battle for truth and democracy 
is the subject of the 2020 Sundance Film 
Festival documentary, A Thousand Cuts.





9

Erik Larson is the author of eight 
books, six of which became New York 
Times bestsellers. His latest books, 
The Splendid and the Vile: A Saga of 
Churchill, Family, and Defiance During 
the Blitz and Dead Wake: The Last 
Crossing of the Lusitania, both hit no. 1 
on the list soon after launch. His saga 
of the Chicago World’s Fair of 1893, The 
Devil in the White City, was a finalist for 
the National Book Award, and won an 
Edgar Award for fact-crime writing; it 
lingered on various Times bestseller lists 
for the better part of a decade. Hulu 
plans to adapt the book for a limited 
TV series, with Leonardo DiCaprio and 
Martin Scorsese as executive producers. 
Larson’s In the Garden of Beasts, 
about how America’s first ambassador 
to Nazi Germany and his daughter 
experienced the rising terror of Hitler’s 
rule, has been optioned by Tom Hanks 
for development as a feature film. He 
recently published an audio-only ghost 
story, No One Goes Alone, which has 
been optioned by Netflix.  

Larson’s first book of narrative 
nonfiction, Isaac’s Storm, about the giant 
hurricane that destroyed Galveston, 
Texas, in 1900, won the American 
Meteorology Society’s prestigious 
Louis J. Battan Author’s Award. The 
Washington Post called it the “Jaws of 
hurricane yarns.” Larson is particularly 
pleased to have won the Chicago Public 
Library Foundation’s 2016 Carl Sandburg 
Literary Award for Non-Fiction.

He graduated summa cum laude from 
the University of Pennsylvania, where 
he studied Russian history, language 
and culture, and he received a masters 
in journalism from Columbia University. 
After a brief stint at the Bucks County 
Courier Times, Larson became a staff 
writer for the Wall Street Journal, 
and later a contributing writer for 
Time Magazine. His magazine stories 
have appeared in the New Yorker, 
Atlantic Monthly, Harper’s, and other 
publications.

He has taught non-fiction writing at 
San Francisco State, the Johns Hopkins 
Writing Seminars, the University of 
Oregon, and the Chuckanut Writers 
Conference in Bellingham, Washington, 
and has spoken to audiences from coast 
to coast. A former resident of Seattle, he 
now lives in Manhattan with his wife, a 
retired neonatologist, whom he met on 
a blind date, the author of the nonfiction 
memoir, Almost Home, which, as 
Larson puts it, “could make a stone cry.” 
They have three daughters in far-flung 
locations and professions. Their beloved 
dog Molly resides in an urn on a shelf 
overlooking Central Park, where they 
like to think she now spends most of her 
time.

Erik Larson 
Award-Winning Author

Monday, January 30, 2023  |  8 p.m.
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Thomas P. Nerney and USLI proudly support the

2022-2023 PHILADELPHIA 
SPEAKER SERIES

and the opportunity it provides others to learn and grow from 
the experiences of such distinguished individuals.
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Scott Kelly   
NASA Astronaut

Monday, March 6, 2023  |  8 p.m.

Scott Kelly is a former NASA astronaut 
and retired United States Navy Captain, 
U.S. spaceflight record holder, and an 
experienced test pilot having logged 
more than 15,000 hours of flight time 
in more than 40 different aircraft and 
spacecraft.

A former fighter pilot, Kelly flew the 
F-14 Tomcat aboard the aircraft carrier, 
USS Dwight D. Eisenhower. He was 
selected by NASA as an astronaut in 
1996. A veteran of four space flights, 
he piloted Space Shuttle Discovery to 
the Hubble space telescope in 1999 
and subsequently commanded Space 
Shuttle Endeavour on a mission to the 
International Space Station (ISS) in 2007.

Kelly’s long-duration space flight 
experience includes two flights on the 
Russian Soyuz spacecraft, launching and 
landing from Kazakhstan, and two stays 
aboard the International Space Station as 
commander: the first a 159-day mission 
in 2010-2011 followed by his record-
breaking 340-day mission to the ISS in 
2015.

During his yearlong mission, known 
worldwide as the “Year in Space,” he 
conducted three spacewalks before 
returning home in March 2016. His “Year 
in Space” Mission was chronicled in a 
Time magazine documentary series and 
an Emmy award-winning PBS special.

Kelly has traveled more than 200 
million miles, which is more than twice 
the distance to the Sun, and has orbited 
the Earth more than 8,300 times. He 
has received many awards and honors, 
including the Defense Superior Service 
Medal, the Legion of Merit, and the 
Distinguished Flying Cross.

He was on the cover of Time magazine 
in December 2014 and was named one 
of its 100 Most Influential People in 2015. 
Kelly also was recognized at the 2015 
State of the Union Address by United 
States President Barack Obama.

Kelly is a Fellow of the Society of 
Experimental Test Pilots and a member of 
the Association of Space Explorers. He is 
a highly sought-after public speaker who 
exemplifies leadership while testing the 
limits of the human spirit and endurance.

In 2016 Kelly published the New York 
Times bestselling memoir Endurance: A 
Year in Space, A Lifetime of Discovery. 
More recently he published Infinite 
Wonder: An Astronaut’s Photographs 
from a Year in Space, a collection of 
extraordinary images he photographed 
aboard the International Space Station, 
also a New York Times bestseller. He is 
also the author of two children’s books, 
My Journey to the Stars and Goodnight, 
Astronaut. His next book, Ready for 
Launch: An Astronaut’s Lessons for 
Success on Earth will be published in 
2022.

Born and raised in Orange, New Jersey, 
he received a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Electrical Engineering from the State 
University of New York Maritime College 
in 1987, and a Master of Science degree 
in Aviation Systems from the University 
of Tennessee, Knoxville, in 1996. Kelly is 
married to Amiko, a former NASA public 
affairs officer, and has two children, 
Samantha and Charlie, from a previous 
marriage. His identical twin brother, Mark, 
is also a former NASA astronaut and the 
current junior U.S. Senator from Arizona. 
In 2021, he was inducted into the U.S. 
Astronaut Hall of Fame.



You’re not just looking to grow your wealth. 
You’re growing a financial future that builds 
dream homes, nest eggs, and a strong 
foundation for the ones you love. For over 
40 years people have relied on us for help 
ensuring their future adds up.

For life’s must haves, there’s Haverford.

A growth plan that  
doesn’t end with us. 

H AV E R FOR D QUA L I T Y.COM
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Tom Friedman 
New York Times Columnist

Monday, March 27, 2023  |  8 p.m.  

Tom Friedman is an internally renowned 
author, reporter, and columnist, and the 
author of seven bestselling books. The 
New York Times foreign affairs Op-Ed 
columnist since 1995, he is renowned for 
his direct reporting and accessible analysis 
of complex issues shaping the world. 
According to Foreign Policy magazine, 
“Friedman doesn’t just report on events; 
he helps shape them.” Winner of three 
Pulitzer Prizes, he has covered the great 
stories from around the globe for the 
New York Times since 1981. Vanity Fair 
called him “the country’s best newspaper 
columnist.”

With clear and compelling language, 
Friedman discusses the opportunities and 
challenges that profound “accelerations,” 
including technology and connectivity, 
pose for society as well as for individuals, 
businesses, and governments. He also 
explores solutions — on a local and global 
level — to ensure the future of work, skills, 
income, and prosperity.

In his latest bestseller, Thank You for 
Being Late: An Optimist’s Guide to Thriving 
in the Age of Accelerations, Friedman 
offers a blueprint for overcoming the 
stresses and challenges of a world 
transformed by technology, globalization, 
and climate change.

His previous New York Times bestseller, 
That Used to Be Us: How America Fell 
Behind in the World It Invented and 

How We Can Come Back. According to 
the Christian Science Monitor, “Anyone 
who cares about America’s future ought 
to read this book and hear the authors’ 
compelling case.”

Friedman’s The World is Flat has sold 
four-and-a-half million copies and 
won the inaugural Financial Times and 
Goldman Sachs Business Book of the 
Year Award. In 2012 Friedman updated his 
National Book Award-winner, From Beirut 
to Jerusalem, adding a new discussion 
of the Arab Awakenings and Arab/Israeli 
relations in a new preface and afterword.

Friedman’s Hot, Flat, and Crowded: Why 
We Need a Green Revolution — and How 
It Can Renew America, was a #1 New 
York Times bestseller. His other successes 
include Longitudes and Attitudes: The 
World in the Age of Terrorism, and The 
Lexus and the Olive Tree, which Kirkus 
Reviews called “simply the best book 
written on globalization.”

Ranked #2 on the Wall Street Journal’s 
list of “influential business thinkers,” named 
one of 2011’s Thinkers50, and featured 
in Foreign Policy’s Top Global Thinkers 
in 2013, Friedman is considered one of 
“America’s Best Leaders” by US News & 
World Report. He is a frequent guest on 
programs such as Meet the Press, and 
Morning Joe. And his TV documentaries, 
Searching for the Roots of 9/11, The Other 
Side of Outsourcing, and Addicted to Oil, 
have aired on the Discovery Channel. 
Friedman was featured in Showtime’s 
climate change documentary series 
Years of Living Dangerously, executive 
produced by James Cameron and Arnold 
Schwarzenegger.

In awarding Friedman his third Pulitzer 
Prize, the Pulitzer Board cited his “clarity 
of vision, based on extensive reporting, in 
commenting on the worldwide impact of 
the terrorist threat.”

Born in Minneapolis, Mr. Friedman 
received a B.A. degree in Mediterranean 
studies from Brandeis University in 1975. 
In 1978 he received a master’s in modern 
Middle East studies from Oxford University. 
His column appears in the New York Times 
every Sunday and Wednesday.
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Reimagine is our commitment to 
raising the resources it takes to change 
the world, not in a small way or a single 
way, but in multiple, meaningful ways—
swiftly and simultaneously. By focusing 
on four key themes, we’re going to 
change the future for Philadelphia 
and beyond:

People Leading Optimistic Revolutions

Spaces that Heal and Inspire

Communities United for Health Equity

Discoveries that Improve Lives

This is your chance to make a 
difference. This is your moment 
to say, “i’m in.”

reimagine.jefferson.edu  //  #iminforjefferson



Anthony Ray Hinton
Death Row Exonoree

Monday, April 10, 2023  |  8 p.m.

One of the longest-serving death 
row prisoners in Alabama history and 
among the longest-serving condemned 
prisoners to be freed after presenting 
evidence of innocence, Anthony Ray 
Hinton is the 152nd person exonerated 
from death row since 1983. He was 
released in April 2015 after spending 
30 years on Alabama’s death row 
for a crime he did not commit. He 
was released with the help of the 
Equal Justice Initiative (EJI), led by 
2019 Speakers Series lecturer Bryan 
Stevenson.

Today, Hinton works tirelessly 
as Community Educator for the 
EJI and travels both nationally and 
internationally to speak about his 
experience. He has become a powerful 
voice against the death penalty and 
speaks nationally about the urgent 
need for criminal justice reform. He 
has spoken at dozens of universities 
and conferences and is an incredibly 
compelling speaker and advocate.

In 1985, Hinton was arrested and 
charged with two capital murders based 
solely on the assertion that a dusty 
revolver taken from his mother’s home 
was the gun used in both murders 
and in a third uncharged crime. EJI 
attorneys engaged three of the nation’s 
top firearms examiners, who testified 
in 2002 that the revolver could not 
be matched to crime evidence. State 
prosecutors never questioned the new 
findings but nonetheless refused to re-
examine the case or concede error.

After 12 more years of litigation, the 
U.S. Supreme Court reversed the lower 
courts, and a new trial was granted. 
The judge finally dismissed the charges 
after prosecutors said that scientists at 
the Alabama Department of Forensic 
Sciences tested the evidence and 
confirmed that the crime bullets could 
not be matched to the Hinton weapon. 
Hinton was released.

Hinton’s inspirational memoir, The 
Sun Does Shine, How I Found Life and 
Freedom on Death Row was released 
in 2018 and featured in Oprah Winfrey’s 
book club in 2019.




